THE FAITH

02 – GOD IS
Opening Story
Brooke learns that her Daddy has brain cancer.  He is going to have to go through 6 months of Chemotherapy.  Meanwhile Brooke’s twin sister is living in New Orleans and a Hurricane is coming to town called Katrina.

ASK: What is Brooke asking God?  Why me?  Where are you God, I need you now?

Next Day Brooke is going up to Black Mountain for a time of rest.  She gets up the next morning and walks outside on a deck overlooking an undeveloped valley and she sees the sun rising in the distance.  

ASK: What is Brooke observing? (The majesty of God’s creation)

THOUGHT: Anyone looking at the majesty of the mountains generally comes to a conclusion about origins.  Where do we come from?
THOUGHT: Many voices are crying out today, insisting that it is “irrational” — contrary to sound reason — to believe in God.

In fact, just the opposite is true. Sound reason, the record of Christian history, the wonders of creation, and our innate

sense of deity, point powerfully toward the existence of God.  Let’s dive into this today
LESSON

Three primary explanations for the origin of all things?
1. A Godless Material Universe

a. Always existed - Static never changing universe

i. Einstein’s Theory of Relativity proved this wrong 

ii. Proved the Universe is expanding which means it had a beginning

iii. Second Law of Thermodynamics says everything is heading to an end or destruction

1. If an end, then it must have a beginning

b. Came into existence without a cause

i. "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth," says the Bible (Genesis 1:1). This is a simple statement, but it answers the most basic and scientific of all questions: Where did we come from?
ii. This verse describes the beginning of the universe. The universe had a beginning caused by a timeless, changeless force outside of this physical universe. When matter came into existence, this was the beginning of time as we measure it. For the origin of the universe, this verse answers the questions of who, what and when. The why comes a little later.
iii. Two things should be noted in this explanation. First, the universe did have a cause; it came from something. What it came from was not visible; that is, it was not preexisting matter. Scripture tells us our universe had a cause—truly a scientific statement. 
iv. Second, it tells us that by faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the Word of God. But this is not blind faith. We are not asked to believe that it popped into existence without a cause and without a purpose—the tenets of the faith of an atheist. We are asked to believe that the world had its beginning as the free act of a Being who is timeless and powerful enough to bring the universe into being.
2. God is an Intelligent Presence in all things, a Universal Mind

a. This brought on the thought, “The New Age”, We are all connected to the Force.

b. The Universe is a religion of its own

i. Conservationists, New Agers

ii. Harmonic Convergence with Nature our God

iii. God is not a personal God but you are part of Him in nature.

3. A Personal God

a. Christians can see God’s creation as evidence of his existence

b. Christians can see God’s creation as evidence of his character

c. Psalm 19:1 – Heavens declare your glory

Considering the 3 choices – Decide based on Evidence not opinion
· Most people don’t think through these choices

· Most people accept an answer based on popularity and cultural prejudice

· Example: Sit next to an Atheist on plane

· I’m an Atheist

· Oh, I’ve never met an atheist

· Disbelief in or denial of the existence of God or gods.

· The doctrine that there is no God or gods.

· Atheist believes the existence of God can be disproved. Can you tell me how you’ve done that?

· Well perhaps I should say I am an Agnostic

· Ask: When did you give us studying about God?

· One who is does not think God can be known
· Can’t be an agnostic unless you have tried to get to know God
· One who is doubtful or noncommittal about something.
· So for an educated and free thinking person, you have made an unsupportable argument.
· POINT: People don’t know what they believe and will claim atheism or agnosticism just because they have been swayed by the media or someone influential.  But they cannot support their claims.  The same can be said about Christians as well.

ASK: Why is it so hard for unbelievers to see what you see in the things of creation?

How will they ever be able to get beyond their “blindness” to understand that belief in God is completely rational?
Simply to say GOD IS offends many today, yet they continue to make their arguments
I say simply just look at the evidence and then decide.

It is a religion to believe that there is no God

Evidence that points toward the intelligent design of the universe increases the probability that God is.

1. Structure of the Cell

a. Irreducible Complexity

2. DNA is based on intelligent information and could not have evolved

3. Cosmological Evidence

a. Unique Orbit of the Earth

b. It’s distance from the sun

ASK: Do you see evidence of the existence of God in the things of creation?  Give some examples.

What do these things “witness” about concerning God?

Is God Irrational?
Romans decided to adopt Christianity vs. Paganism based on the quality of Life.  To them it was an rational choice.  Why?

1. Families flourished

2. Less Immorality

3. Pagan Decadence ceased

4. Healthy Lifestyles

South America in early 1990’s chose Christianity as a rational way of life, why?

1. Men come home to their wife

2. Changed Behaviors

3. Family was strengthened

4. Less fatherless families

ASK: How does the record of Christian history lead us to believe in the existence of God?

Innate desire to know God

1. We are born with this ability

2. Like Birds that are born know to fly south

3. Fish that are born, know to migrate back to their spawning grounds

4. It is inherent, it is part of us and it drives us to continually seek something to fill the God part of our lives

ASK: Reflecting on Paul’s words in Romans 1:21 – 32, do you see evidence that the rejection of God in our generation is having the effects that Scripture describes? Explain. 
ASK: What does this suggest about the reliability of Scripture?  The existence of God?

5. Genesis 1:26-27
a.  6Then God said, "Let (A)Us make (B)man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them (C)rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."   27God created man (D)in His own image, in the image of God He created him; (E)male and female He created them.

6. Romans 1:19-20
a.  19because (C)that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.   20For (D)since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, (E)being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. 

ASK: How do creation and the innate sense of deity point to the existence of God?

How did you know you needed to eat?

a. We are born that way

b. It’s like we have a God gene in us that creates a yearning to reach out to God

ASK:  How does reason lead us to believe in the rationality of the existence of God?

Richard Dawkins says, God can’t be God because he is beyond our comprehension and is too complex for us to even understand. 
In spite of his claims of living a life without God, Dawkins has revealed that if he had to choose the probability that God existed with 1 being Certainty and 7 being He does not exist, he would choose a 6.

c. This is remarkable that he has some hope that he does exist yet he denies him.  Hmmm.  This is a 1 in 7 chance

d. Willing to bet you life on that

i. Would you rather being on the Titanic and offered one of two lifeboats
1. One is certain to sink – This choice would be irrational

2. One has a 1 in 7 chance of floating – This choice is rational

2. ASK:  If the choice GOD IS is rational, then why do people refuse it?

a. Mortimer Adler, editor of the Great Book series and an intellectual man and a known intellectual of his day, accepted that conclusion that Christianity was true, however when asked why he never converted to it he responded, “I was not prepared to give up all the vices and weaknesses of the flesh”.  Soon after making this statement, he did surrender his life knowing that his statement itself was irrational.
CLOSING QUESTION: Suppose someone said to you, “Look, I’d love to believe in your God, but there’s just no compelling reason for me to do so!” How might you begin to respond to that statement?
HOMEWORK

Day 1
Read Psalm 19:1 – 6

· Where is God revealing Himself? 

· What is He revealing about Himself? 

· Is this real revelation? 

· Should people be able to “hear” and “see” God through this?

Day 2
Read Acts 14:15 – 17

· What “witness” to Himself has God left to all generations? 

· What do such things tell us about God?
Day 3

Read Romans 1:18 – 20

· How reliable is God’s revelation of Himself in the things He has made?

· Where does that leave people?

· What should they be able to know about God from the things He has made?

Day 4 Read Romans 1:21 – 32

· Why do people not acknowledge God’s revelation of Himself in creation and in their own hearts?

· To what do they turn?

· What would be some examples of this in our day?

· To what does that lead over time?

Day 5

Read Ephesians 4:17 – 19

· Why is it so difficult for many people to see that belief in God is altogether rational?

· What should be our attitude toward people who have a hard time believing in the existence of God?
