THE FAITH

03 – He Has Spoken
Lesson Summary

Although the Bible is much maligned and ignored in our day, it continues to be what Christians in every age have understood it to be, the inspired Word of God. The God Who Is has made Himself known in creation and in our hearts; but He has spoken His Word to us, by Spirit inspired prophets and apostles, and that Word has stood the test of thousands of years.

Lesson
Scillium , North Africa 180 AD

· Speratus a Roman Citizen

· Marcus Auerilius was emperor of Rome and was torturing Christians

· New Emperor – Comadus (Was more favorable towards Christians) March 180AD

· Speratus arrested along with 5 women and 6 other men

· Speratus’ name meant HOPE

· July 180 AD brought to Carthage to be examined on July 17th
· Proconsul Vigellius Saturnius was presiding

· Saturnius told Speratus he could regain his freedom, just swear by the emperor’s genius

· Speratus told him, “I cannot worship the empire of this world”

· Saturnius declared verdict was written as such, “ having confessed that they live according to the Christian rite, and having obstinately refused the opportunity to return to the traditions of Rom, they are to be put to the sword”.  Speratus was recorded as saying, “Thanks be to God”.

· The Scllium Matrys came to be known through the entire empire.  A basilica was built in their honor in present day TUNIS.
Henan Province, Chine 1974
· Mao Tse Tung was in power since late 40’s.

· If you did not subscribe to this thoughts and views, you were tortured and even put to death

· As many as 100 million were tortured and 1 million put to death

· In the Henan province they protected against being caught

· Separated their Bibles into pages and dispersed through the village.

· They would copy the sections they had and spread to many believers

· If a Bible was not available, they would dig up Christians that had died prior to 1949 who were buried with their Bible, just to get a copy.

· In 1949 with Mao’s oppressive regime there were 4 million Christians

· Today there are close to 100 million

· When asking a member of the Henan Province why Christianity took its greatest leap in China during its darkest days, he responded, “Light shines in darkness”
THOUGHT: This recurring battle has been going on for centuries.  Today in America this was is with the majority of our society including this present administration that is in power.

Questions

1. What do the Scillium martyrs and the Chinese house church believers have in common?
2. What are some ways the Bible is under attack today?
3. What is it about this book that causes people to give their lives for it, causes oppressors to destroy it, and so infuriates the cultural elite today?  (It is Unique – only book to claim to be the Word of God)
History

How did the Bible come into being and what is it’s origin?

1. The inspiration of the Holy Spirit
a. For most of the 1st Century the church was taught by the Apostles and their successors

b. Need for scripture was minimal since the actual eyewitnesses were there to teach them

c. As Martyrdom spread, Successors like Polycarp, Clement and Timothy picked teaching up

d. Direct transmission of the faith from one church leader to another was done with meticulous care

e. Question: Why does this matter that the Bible is inspired y the Holy Spirit?
Three evidences for the accuracy and reliability of the Bible

1. Canon
a. Written records came several years after Christ’s Resurrection

b. Paul’s letters started being copied after he wrote them
c. Not long after Paul’s death in AD 66/67 every new center of the Church had a set of the most recognized letters of Paul

d. In the same manner, every church had manuscripts of the four Gospels and they were circulated and copied by churches as authoritative documents.

e. False teaching arose in the early church 

i. Salvation comes from higher knowledge and not a surrendered life to Christ.

ii. This caused the church to set standards for all documents in used in churches

f. Criteria was set to distinguish heretical documents and authoritative documents

i. Standard was: whether the document faithfully communicated the apostles teaching.

g. By the end of the 2nd century, 90% of the known New testament had been declared divinely inspired and accepted.

h. During the 3rd and 4th centuries, along with debates on scripture, the apostles, Nicene and Athanasian Creeds were developed, based on the teaching.
i. The Church continued the participatory debates on what the Canon should contain in major church centers like Rome, Alexandria, Jerusalem and Antioch.
j. The Christian Bible was assembled over 4 centuries

i. The assemblers over that time were people who were close to the Apostles or had succeeded them and their church over time.  They knew what was authoritative or what was heretical.

k. At one deliberation, the four Gospels being in different order was considered a strength and without conflict or liability.  No council every argued as claimed by authors such as Dawkins that the Gospels giving accounts in a different order was a constraint or an issue in the early church.

l. Athanasius led the meeting in 382 AD that confirmed the 27 books of the New testament and had it translated into Latin

m. He also began the same process with the Old Testament which was derived from the Hebrew Bible as it existed in Jerusalem and a translation of the scriptures in Greek know as the Septuagint produced by scholars in Greece.

n. NOTE: By the time this book was confirmed and accepted by all Christians, it was the most studied and examined proclamation of a faith every compiled and it still is.

o. It took 5 centuries and this era is known as the Patristic era
p. The past 15 centuries the Bible has not been changes and is still declared the Word of God

2. Archaeology

a. French Archaeologist discovered 20000 cuneiform tablets (Clay tablets) dating to the fifteenth century BC that confirm the legal background and culture of Abraham and Moses
b. 20th century secular scholars dismissed Hittite civilization in the Bible.  The archaeologist discovered it just as the Bible declared it would be.

c. Dead Sea Scrolls discovery in 1950’s which confirmed predicted Christ’s crucifixion.  These scrolls were dated prior to the macabean era (400 BC)

d. Before the 1950’s, no less than 25000 Biblical sites had been substantiated from the Bible.  There have been no archaeological site that has been discovered that has proven the Bible incorrect.  

e. NOTE: What other book can do that?  Book of Mormon?  Any sites found?  Zero

3. Textual Integrity

a. Consists of 66 books (73 in Catholic), written over 1500 years by 40 people in 3 different languages. And yet there is a remarkable harmony and consistency throughout the entire book over that entire period.
b. Scholars have a wealth of documents to work from.

i. Ancient Manuscripts from Artistotle

1. 49 manuscripts

2. Earliest one written 1100 years after Aristotle’s death

ii. Bible manuscripts

1. 14000 manuscripts of the OT

2. 24947 manuscripts of the NT written in several languages

3. Next closest is Homer’s Illiad at 600 manuscripts

iii. Timing of Manuscripts

1. OT manuscripts – Until 1950 the oldest we had was written in 900 AD

2. Dead Sea Scrolls were written 400 BC right on top of the history they were confirming

3. NT was written as early as a few years after to as much as 60 years after it was witnessed

4. This demonstrated reliability

iv. Eyewitness

1. Jewish scribes would not write or copy any manuscript unless it was confirmed by eyewitness testimony.  If not, then it would not be recorded as history.

4. Transforming Power

a. St Augustine 

i. Was a famed scholar for most of his life

ii. Heard child singing, pick it up and read it.

iii. Went to his Bible and it was opened to Romans 13.

iv. Was saved and went on to become the Bishop of Hippo

b. . Anthony of Egypt.

i. Founder of monasticism – Spiritual life of religious observance in a monastery
ii. Read Matthew 19:21 – Went and sold his possessions and counseled thousands

c. You know someone who was transformed?

d. Atheists say the Bible is a dictatorship filled with evil and terrible murderous events.

Questions

· I would ask Hitches if this book is so evil as you claim, then how has it survived all of these years?

· Why has it been the bedrock for forming the most humane society of all history?

· How does it, if so mean spirited, to continue to spread love around the world?

· How could reading it result in such people as St Augustine or St Anthony?

· Why would the Chinese in the midst of theistic madness, turn to it as their refuge?

For Reflection

“Whoever, therefore, thinks that he understands the divine Scriptures or any part of them so that it does not build the double love of God and of our neighbor does not understand it at all.” — Augustine, fourth century
For Discussion

· Does the Bible seem to be a divinely-inspired book? What are some aspects of the Bible that might lead us to think that there is a divine Author behind all these words?

· One of the ways we know the Bible to be the Word of God is that it is “profitable” for us in many ways (2 Tim. 3:15 – 17). What are some ways the Bible has “profited” your life? The lives of people you know?

· Why do you suppose attacks on the Bible have increased in our day? Do you think the Bible makes people feel uncomfortable? Should it? Why or why not?

· Suppose we really believed, with Paul and Peter, that the Bible was inspired, and, with Job and Jeremiah, we hungered and thirsted for it so that, like the Berean believers, we received it eagerly and searched it daily — suppose this were true of us.  How would you expect to see that expressed in our everyday lives?

· What are some obstacles to more consistent and effective use of the Bible by believers today? In other words, what’s keeping us from “going deeper” with the Word of God? Are these obstacles insurmountable? Suggest some ways of beginning to overcome them, so you will have more time and inclination for the Scriptures:

· Anything worth doing well is worth planning carefully. What is your plan for growing in understanding and “profiting” from the Bible? What do you think should be some aspects of such a plan?

· Though the Bible is much maligned in our day, the fact is our society could not continue to exist without the teaching of the Bible. Unless, of course, we think it’s okay to steal, murder, commit perjury, and so forth. What other evidence might you cite to show that the teaching of the Bible is absolutely essential to an ordered, safe, and fruitful community?

Conclusion

The Bible is God’s Word, given by God’s Spirit through God’s servants, and proven accurate and reliable in a wide range of ways. Men today may malign and scoff at the Bible, but it is the very truth of God — it is His Word.

“God speaks to us in different ways, and is no respecter of persons. But curiosity often hinders us in the reading of the Scriptures, for we try to examine and dispute over matters that we should pass over and accept in simplicity. If you desire to profit, read with humility, simplicity, and faith, and have no concern to appear learned. Ask questions freely, and listen in silence to the words of the saints; hear with patience the parables of the fathers, for they are not told without good cause.” 

— Thomas à Kempis, fifteenth century

HOMEWORK
Day 1

Read Matthew 22:23 – 33. 

· What did Jesus mean by saying that the “Bible scholars” of His day did not “know” the Scriptures or the power of God? 

· What was the result of their not knowing these? 

· What would be some indications that someone really did know the Scriptures and the power of God? 

Day 2

Read Acts 17:10 – 11. 

Explain each of the following: 

· “received the word with eagerness”:

· “examined the Scriptures”:

· “daily”:

· “to see if these things were so”:

· What do these terms suggest about guidelines for a working approach to the Bible?

Day 3

Read 2 Timothy 3:15 – 17 and 2 Peter 1:16 – 21:

· What role did the Holy Spirit play in the giving of Scripture? 

· Why is Scripture important? 

· How should we receive and use it?

Day 4

Read Job 23:12 and Jeremiah 15:16: 

· How would you describe the kind of attitude toward the Bible indicated in these passages? 

· Why would this be an important attitude to cultivate? How would you counsel someone to nurture this attitude toward the Bible?

Day 5

Read Psalm 19:7 – 11. 

· Here David refers to the Scriptures by many different terms. How many different benefits of Scripture can you identify here?

· Explain each one.

· T he authors talk about “the transformative power” of the Bible. Below, list some areas of your life where you would like to experience that power:

Book Recommendations
Gordon D. Fee and Douglas Stewart, How to Read the Bible Book by Book

