THE FAITH

04 - Truth
Lesson Summary

Like the Bible, truth is under assault in our day, with many people denying that there can be such a thing as truth, and others content simply to be unsure. But truth exists, and believing in truth as God defines it makes all the difference in how we live.

Lesson 
1. Do you agree that truth is under assault in our day?

2. Can you cite some examples? Why does it matter?

3. What are some ways that truth is coming under assault among those who oppose the Gospel today?

4. What would you describe as the “truth-making” agencies in our society? That is, where do people go

to learn about “truth,” or views of truth?  What is the relative role of each of these in the lives of the people we see each day?

5. 13.
It’s clear that many lies are being told today in the name of “truth.” That is, people are embracing and promoting ideas that seem contrary to what our society has always understood to be true. Can you think of some examples? What makes these ideas not true?

6. Think of a society like Soviet Russia, which Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn and others accused of being built and sustained on lies upon lies. How did the absence of truth affect the following aspects of Russian life under Soviet rule?

religion:

culture:

international involvement:

personal ethics:

family life:

education:

7. What do the authors mean by saying that many Christians have developed a “distaste of doctrine”?

Why is this a problem?

8. Why is it important to our faith — what we believe — that we have clear convictions about the question of truth?

9. Why does truth matter to the practice of ethics?

10. Why is truth important to the development of culture?
Completing the following in your own words:

· “I know that truth exists because . . . ”

· “I know that truth matters because . . . ”

· “If we could not know truth . . . ”

· “The best way to ensure that I live in the truth is ... ”

Homework
Day 1
Read 2 Timothy 2:24 – 26. 
What is necessary for people to come to the knowledge of the truth?  Do we have a role in this?

Day 2
Read 2 Timothy 3:1 – 9.
How can someone be “ever learning” but never quite arriving at “knowledge of the truth”? How would you be able to know if this

were happening to you?
Day 3
Read Ephesians 4:17 – 24. 
What does it mean to say that “the truth is in Jesus”? What must we “put off” in order to receive that truth? What is involved in

being renewed in our minds? 

Day 4
Read Philippians 4:8 – 9. 
How would you explain the connection between thinking about true things and living in the truth? If we “practice” the truthful

things to which we devote our minds, what is promised?

Day 5
Read John 8:39 – 47. 
Jesus understood the difference between truth and lies. Why is it important that we be able to distinguish between these?

