THE FAITH

05 - Evil
Lesson Summary

The truth is that evil abounds in our world, and it is the fault, not of God, but of our own free and responsible choices. Our unbelieving contemporaries reject this idea and try to pin the problem of evil on sociological causes.  But this, too, is just one more ploy in Satan’s game of deceit.

Satan is thrown out of Heaven before the creation

His sin is pride (*Isaiah 14:12:15)

Describe the Garden of Eden Event

· Serpent lures Eve into trying the fruit (Gen 3:1)

· Eve knew the truth (Gen 2:17)

· Serpent persuades her to try it (Gen 3:4)

· Eve lures Adam into trying the fruit (Gen 3:6)

· Original Sin enter the world through Adam & Eve (Gen 3:7)

· The world comes under influence of Satan

· Adam & Eve go into Exile (Gen 3:23-24)

· Creation suffers the consequences of their rebellion (Gen 3:17-18)

· The pattern of sin has now been laid for generations to come

· What a legacy they left for all of mankind

· We are now born into sin.  We are sinners at birth

ASK: Why would God bring a world into existence that would be characterized by evil and suffering?

ASK: What about acts of God like hurricanes, floods and famine?

ASK: Why is Humanity afflicted with Cancer and a thousand other diseases?

ASK: Can all the evil of the world be attributed to humankind’s failings?

ASK: If God innocent, he put Adam and Eve in a situation that he knew they would fail?

These questions are defined as the problem of evil.  Many people on both sides have argued this issue for ages.

ASK: Why is it impossible to hold the view — as some religions do — that evil simply does not exist? What if we all held that view? How would that affect our society?
ASK: How do our unbelieving contemporaries try to account for evil? Why does this not work?

Some of the thoughts of those for the problem of evil:

1. The Catholic church stated,” How could a good God allow suffering?”  God must be evolving as the world is.  This became known as the Process Theology”. 

a. ANSWER:  God does not evolve.  

2. Rabbi Kushner – God is not all powerful.  Don’t blame God for evil since he does not have that kind of absolute power.

a. ANSWER – How could he create a universe but not have enough power to deal with satan.

ASK: What seem to be the most popular approaches today for explaining the presence of evil? Are these truly viable? Why or why not?

ASK: What do you think the real reason for evil is?


ANSWER: He created us in His image and gave us a free will to choose or reject Him.  We rejected him!  Sin!
ASK: Knowing that humankind could sin, should God have created us as free creatures?

ASK: Was having a choice worth all of the untold suffering of Humankind?

Story of Comair Flight 5191
Took off on wrong runway

· Did not verify his heading with a compass heading and get onto the correct runway

· It was in the flight manual to do this but they did not and chose to get on runway 26 instead of runway 22

· Runway 26 was 3500 ft long, way too short for their passenger jet

· Plan crashed and 49 died.  One survivor was the pilot.  He was in coma for 10 days.

· When he woke up he said, “Why did God do this to me?”

ASK: Should a person who got wrong instructions for a control tower and failed to do a compass verification blame God?  Why?

ASK: What is Satan’s role in the continuing presence of evil in the world?
 (to confuse us & convince others that God is to blame)

ARE WE RESPONSIBLE?

Chuck Colson was in a California Prison and asked the prisoners, why the prisons are filling up so fast.  There answer was SIN!

Sin is our responsibility!

ASK: How is this statement, “Sin is our responsibility, contrary to our culture today?”

Our cultures refusal to accept the truth of original sin has created a mentality of wholesale denial.

We make excuses for our failures or sin.

ASK: When did this attitude of denial and blaming others enter our culture?

Adam and Eve: They blamed the serpent

Historical examples;

300 years ago: Individuals are good, the corrupt influences of society stain us.

Darwinism: This allows us to see murderous and genocidal behavior

Freud: Our sexual desires

Marx: Money drives our poor actions

Behavioral Psychology: Negative reinforcement causes us to make bad choices

Sociobiology: Genes in our makeup force us to be what we are (Gay)

All of these treat human responsibility as an illusion.

They all make us into a victim with a sense of entitlement

Example: I am breaking up with my wife because she is not able to meet my needs any longer

I am a victim…She is not the same person she use to be.   Maybe you changed too?

Example:  We cannot even hold a terrorist accountable:

Moussaoui planned the 9/11 attacks.  Jury convicted him and gave him life and not the death penalty.  They survey the jury as to why they did this.  9 of the 12 jurors stated, “He had a troubled childhood and came from a dysfunctional background”. 

This is the thinking of Freud.  It’s not your fault.  You have a reason for what you did wrong?  NO RESPONSIBILITY

Given the gift of free-will from God comes with a consequence for choosing incorrectly.

ASK: Why is it important to understand that we all have a responsibility in the presence of evil in the world?

It is important to understand why Christians believe this?

Answer:If there is no responsibility then you get God wrong, because without human responsibility there is no need for a Savior.  With no responsibility you have chaos
ASK: Why do people today reject the biblical explanation of the origins and nature of evil? What’s at stake in admitting that the Bible might be right?
Conclusion

We can’t get away from the fact that we are responsible for the evil in the world, because there is evil in our wills. How can we ever overcome this? Only by the invading grace of God!

HOMEWORK

Day 1

Read Ezekiel 28:1 – 19 and Revelation 12:7 – 12.

These texts have historically been understood as recounting the fall of Satan from heaven. 

Why did Satan fall? 

What were the results of his fall?

Day 2
Read Genesis 3:1 – 6. 

To what did the fallen Satan appeal in trying to get the woman to join him in the cosmic war against heaven? 

Where did the woman go wrong?

Day 3

Read Genesis 3:7 – 24. 

Make a list of the consequences of the fall into sin, as you see them in each of the following verses:

v. 7:

v. 8:

v. 12:

v. 13:

vv. 14 – 15:

v. 16:

vv. 17 – 19:

vv. 22 – 24:

Day 4
Read Romans 3:9 – 23. 

Paul elaborates the consequences of sin. How many different effects and consequences of sin can you identify in these verses?

Day 5

Read Ephesians 2:1 – 10.

Paul says that people caught up in sin are “dead.” In what sense? 

How has God overcome this problem?

