THE FAITH

06 – The Trinity
The Christian faith begins and ends in the Triune God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. These are not three gods, but One, and inseparable. They are equal in power, majesty, eternality, glory, and honor, though they have different functions within the Godhead and in the divine economy. This One eternal God is sovereign over all things.

Discuss with Class in a “word association” game. 
Give them the words that follow, then jot down their one-word responses to the right:
· Trinity

· God the Father

· God the Son

· God the Holy Spirit

· The sovereignty of God
Now, based on what you see in this, what can you conclude about the state of understanding of the Trinity among the Christians

you know?

The Record of the Early Church

· Studied for almost 400 years very thoroughly before coming to this doctrine and was very controversial

· The Sabellians said Jesus could not be apart from God

· Some taught that Jesus was not divine but the resurrection trashed that.

· Muslins believe similar in some things of the Bible but not the trinity

· Muslims believed that these were 3 Gods and not a monotheistic God like they believed

 “Now, as to this rule of faith . . . it is, you must know, that which prescribes the belief that there is one only God, and that He is none other than the Creator of the world, Who produced all things out of nothing through His own Word . . . that this Word is called

His Son . . . [Who] sent instead of Himself the Power of the Holy Spirit to lead such as believe.”

— Tertullian, second/third century

For Discussion

· Do you think most Christians have a good understanding of the doctrine of the Trinity? Why or why not?
· Why is the doctrine of the Trinity at once so important and so difficult to understand?

· Does it hinder their faith in any way if they don’t? How?

· Why is it so hard to grasp this concept? 
· Why do those who oppose the Gospel attack the doctrine of the Trinity? 
· Summarize the various attacks on the doctrine of the Trinity that we can expect to encounter.

· How can we prepare to defend this teaching?
· We relate to each of the Persons of the Trinity. Each has a role in our lives. How would you explain the

Nature of the believer’s relationship to the Father? To the Son? To the Holy Spirit?
 Answer: The Father is over all things. The Spirit dwells in us. The Son is the Mediator between us and the Father. In the Spirit we are enabled to receive the Son. Through the Son we may know the Father. By the Father’s grace and power we receive the Spirit and believe on the Son. 
· Why is each of the Persons of the Trinity absolutely essential to our being able to know God and enjoy and glorify Him forever?
·  What are some helpful ways of thinking about the Trinity?  What are the limitations of these? 

· TIME is past, present and future.
· WATER and other matter is solid, liquid and gas.
· LIGHT exists as waves and discrete particles (my contribution, but no, I don’t understand it either – go ask a quantum physics grad).
· THE SUN: God the Father is the sun, the rays that radiate from the sun is Jesus, and the warmth we feel on us is the Holy Spirit.

· In what ways is the doctrine of the Trinity relevant to our everyday lives as Christians?
a. It teaches us not to work.  God was in the beginning, he is now and he prepares for our eternity
Conclusion

Belief in the doctrine of the Trinity is absolutely essential to the life of faith. We will never know fullness of life as God intends until we understand the work of each Person of the Godhead, and how each of them is working fully in us, to will and to do of God’s good pleasure 

(Philippians 2:12 – 13).
HANDLING OBJECTIONS TO THE TRINITY
Following is an outline of basic objections raised by critics of the Trinity and deity of Christ.  Note there are many questions that are answered the same way.  The answers will frequently refer to the three doctrines listed above.

 The word Trinity is not found in the Bible. 
1. This has no bearing on whether or not the Bible teaches the doctrine.  The word "monotheism" is not in the Bible yet it is clearly taught in scripture.  Is monotheism not true because the word isn't used in the Bible? 
2. There is no verse in the Bible that teaches the Trinity 
1. First of all, the doctrine of the Trinity is systematically arrived at. In other words, you look at the whole of scripture to find it.  We find various verses that teach that the Father is called God (Phil. 1:2), the Son is called God (John 1:1,14), and the Holy Spirit is called God (Acts 5:3-4 ).  We see that each was involved in Christ's resurrection (Father, 1 Thess. 1:10; Son, John 2:19-21; Holy Spirit, Rom. 8:11 ).  We see that each is all knowing (Father, 1 John 3:20; Son, John 16:30; 21:17; Holy Spirit, 1 Cor. 2:10-11), etc.  Therefore, the Trinity is found in the whole of scripture, not just one part of it. 

2. Second, there are verses that suggest the Trinity since they mention all three together.  So, saying that there is no single verse that teaches the trinity isn't necessarily true. 

1. Matt. 3:16-17, "And after being baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming upon Him, 17and behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased. 

2. Matt. 28:19, "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit," Note that there is one name and three persons. 

3. 2 Cor. 13:14, "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all." 

3. The Trinity is three separate Gods 
1. This objection demonstrates a lack of understanding of the Trinity doctrine which is, by definition, monotheistic.  Therefore, when this objection is raised, the critic is simply demonstrating what he/she does not understand. 

4. Three gods cannot be one God 
1. This objection reveals a lack of understanding of the Trinity.  First of all, the Trinity is not three gods.  Therefore, the complaint is invalid since it is not based upon what the Trinity really is.  The Trinity is one God in three persons. 


5. Three persons cannot be one person. 
1. The Doctrine of the Trinity does not state that God is one person.  Therefore, the complaint is invalid since it does not accurately reflect what the Trinity is.  The Trinity is one God in three persons. 

6. The Trinity is illogical 
1. There is no logical reason why the Trinity cannot be a possibility.  An analogy would be time which is past, present, and future.  Each part of time is not the other, yet the nature of each is "time."  If time can be three parts, why cannot God not also exist that way? 

2. It is good to ask the critic what logical premise exists that prohibits the existence of God as three persons.  If they state that it just can't happen, then all they are offering is their opinion without fact or reason. 

7. The Trinity is a pagan idea. 
1. Saying that it is a pagan idea does not make it so.  Many of the critics will claim that the Trinity was copied from paganism and will cite other religions with triads.  A triad is three separate gods.  The Trinity is a one God.  They are not the same.  Therefore, the assertion is unfounded. 

2. Also, even though there were other cultures with triadic deities does not mean that Christianity borrowed from the idea and changed it.  The Trinity is found in the Old Testament.  There are many verses in the OT that contain plural references to the one God:  1) Gen. 1:1,26; Job 33:4; 2) Gen. 17:1; 18:1; Ex. 6:2-3; 24:9-11; 33:20; Num. 12:6-8; Psalm 104:30;  3) Gen. 19:24 with Amos 4:10-11; Is.48:16 

8. Jesus cannot be God because He did not know all things, slept, grew in wisdom, said the Father is greater than I, etc. 
1. This type of statement is perhaps the most commonly raised attack.  Unfortunately, it fails to take into consideration the Hypostatic Union which states that Jesus had two natures: divine and human.  As a man, Jesus cooperated with the limitations of His humanity, was made lower than the angels (Heb. 2:9), talked about position, and was under the Law (Gal. 4:4), signifying Him being under legal obligations.  Therefore, Jesus would sleep, grow in wisdom, and say the Father was greater than He.  But, these do not negate that Jesus was divine since they reference His humanity and not His divinity.  
There are other verses which reflect His divinity, such as when He said, "Before Abraham was, I AM," (John 8:58 with Exodus 3:14).  He was called God by God in Heb. 1:8, "But of the Son He says,'Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever,'" and John 1:1,14 says that He is "...the Word was God...and became flesh..." This means that Jesus is both divine and human and as a man he would grow, sleep, and learn.  It means that Jesus had a human nature, not that the had no divine nature. 

9. Jesus cannot be God because that would mean that God changed. 
1. The doctrine of the Hypostatic Union teaches that the divine nature of the Word did not change as it became united, in the one person of Christ, with the human nature.  The Hypostatic Union maintains there are two distinct natures: divine and human.  By definition, God cannot change.  Yet, the Bible says that "...the Word was God... and the Word became flesh," (John 1:1,14).  By definition, nature of divinity does not change.  Therefore, the divine nature did not change when it became united with the human in the person of Jesus.  Again, the Hypostatic Union states that in the one person of Jesus, there are two distinct natures: divine and human.  Therefore, the divine nature did not change. 

2. An illustration of this concept would be the biblical doctrine of marriage where the male and female become one flesh (Gen. 2:24).  Though the man and woman are distinct, the Bible says they are one flesh.  Were the man and woman changed in nature when they became married?  Did they stop being man and woman?  Not at all.  Likewise, the divine nature did not change when it was united with the human in the one person 

10. Jesus cannot be God because this would mean that God died and God can't die. 
1. Jesus' sacrifice was divine, as well as human, in nature.  Jesus died.  But, we know that God cannot die.  So, if the divine nature did not die, how can it be said that Jesus' sacrifice was divine in nature?  The answer is that the attributes of divinity, as well as humanity, were ascribed to the person Jesus.  Therefore, since the person of Jesus died, His death was of infinite value because the properties of divinity were ascribed to the person in His death.  This is called the Communicatio Idiomatum

 HYPERLINK "http://www.carm.org/christianity/christian-doctrine/communicatio-idiomatum-communication-properties" . 
WHAT WE BELIEVE

The Trinity
The Trinity is the teaching that there is only one God who exists as three simultaneous and eternal persons:  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  By "person" is meant the characteristics of self awareness, speech, having a will, emotions, etc.  Therefore, there are three persons.  The Father is not the same person as the Son; the Son is not the same person as the Holy Spirit; and the Holy Spirit is not the same person as Father, as each of them have a will and speak to each other and to people.  They are not three separate gods and are not three separate beings.  They are three distinct persons; yet, they are all the one God.  They are in absolute perfect harmony, consisting of one substance.  They are coeternal, coequal, and co-powerful.  If any one of the three were removed, there would be no God.

The Hypostatic Union (Word of God became flesh)
The Hypostatic Union is the teaching that the Word of God became flesh and we call Him Jesus.  Therefore, Jesus is God in human flesh.  He is not half God and half man.  He is fully divine and fully man.  That is, Jesus has two distinct natures: divine and human.  As the Scripture says, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God... 14 and the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us..." (John 1:1,14).  This means that the divine word became flesh in the single person of Jesus, who is thus both human and divine in nature.  The divine nature was not changed.  It was not altered in this union.  Rather, the divine holy nature of the Word remains as it is.
Furthermore, Jesus is not merely a man who "had God within Him" nor is he a man who "manifested the God principle."  He is the second person of the Trinity. "The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word," (Heb. 1:3, NIV). Jesus' two natures are not "mixed together," nor are they combined into a new God-man nature.  They are separate yet act as a unit in the one person of Jesus.  This is called the Hypostatic Union.

Also, in the incarnation, Jesus was made for a while lower than the angels (Heb. 2:9) and under the law (Gal. 4:4).  This means that Jesus cooperated with the limitations of being a man (Phil. 2:5-8).  In other words, He really was a man and as a man exhibited the proper restrictions of His humanity such as growing taller, eating, growing in wisdom, etc., which would be expected of a real human being.

The Communicatio Idiomatum (Divine with all the rights of that, yet human in nature)
The communicatio idiomatum (Latin for "communication of properties") is the teaching that the attributes of both the divine and human natures are ascribed to the one person of Jesus.  This means that the person of Jesus could rightfully claim for Himself the attributes of both the divine and the human natures.  Therefore, He could say He had glory with the Father before the world was made (John 17:5).  He could claim that He descended from heaven (John 3:13), and He could also claim omnipresence (Matt. 28:20) even though Jesus, the man, began His existence on earth when He was conceived in Mary's womb.

This is vitally important when we look at the atonement.  Jesus' sacrifice was divine, as well as human, in nature.  Jesus died.  But, we know that God cannot die.  So, if the divine nature did not die, how can it be said that Jesus' sacrifice was divine in nature?  The answer is that the attributes of divinity, as well as humanity, were ascribed to the person Jesus.  Therefore, since the person of Jesus died, His death was of infinite value because the properties of divinity were ascribed to the person in His death.

HOMEWORK

Day 1
Read Matthew 28:18 – 20. 

This is the “Great Commission.”  Why do you suppose Jesus made a point to include all three Persons of the Trinity in this

mandate?  How is each of the Persons — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — relevant to our mission in the world?

Day 2

Read Genesis 1:1 – 3, 26, and John 1:1 – 5. 

How can you see that the members of the Trinity are present in these accounts of creation? What seems to have been the roles of each?

Day 3
Read 2 Chronicles 24:19 – 20 and John 14:15 – 17.

The Spirit is present in both Testaments, but the way people related to Him is different from the Old to the New. How do these two texts portray that difference? What are the implications of this difference?

Day 4

Read Revelation 4:1 – 6 and 5:1 – 6. The “seven spirits” here can be translated “sevenfold” or “altogether perfect” Spirit. Can you see the Trinity in these verses? What is suggested about the relationship between them?

Day 5

Read 1 Thessalonians 1:1 – 10. 

Here the three Persons of the Trinity are mentioned in connection with the believing community. How do believers relate

to each? How would you describe your relationship to the Father, the Son, and the Spirit?

