THE FAITH

09 Reconciliation
Lesson Summary

The power of the Gospel and the truth of Jesus Christ can be seen in the way Christianity effects reconciliation among men, bringing forgiveness, peace, and unity where anger and violence formerly obtained. But reconciliation doesn’t come easily; we must be prepared to work hard to realize it.

Define Reconciliation

1: the reestablishing of cordial relations
Lesson

Story

Jesus Sarria

· Drug Cartel

· Infiltrate Govermnet

· Ernesto Samper President

· Sarria goes to jail but runs his estate from jail

· Tells his wife to hide

· She is killed

· He still had a desire to get revenge on wife’s killers

· Guard ministers to Sarria and he becomes a Christian

· He becomes evangelist sharing Christ

· Cleaned up his business

· Turned in the Cartel

· Preaching at prison and meets his wife’s killer

· Forgive him

Sometimes we do not understand the power of reconciliation until we are forgiven, however how much greater will you understand it when you learn to forgive

Can you describe a situation in your life where you experienced forgiveness that impacted you.  How about forgiving others?  Why is this so important (It Free’s you up)

Why is un-forgiveness such a curse?

What makes Christianity unique among the world’s religions in being able to achieve forgiveness and reconciliation among men?

Answer: Islam and Judism teach where one must earn God’s forgiveness.  Islam even teaches that whether one God’s forgiveness applies to everyone is questionable.  In today’s Islam, evil done to the unrighteous can even be popular.  Christianity is unique in that I t teaches God sacrifices Himself to pay the debts of humankind.

Matthew 6:12

Romans 12:17

Matthew 5:44

Romans 12:20-21

These verses are what separate Christianity and other religions. This is why no other religious system in the world has ever had or can every have the transforming impact on culture as Christianity has.
Following the teaching of the Bible, indicate that reconciliation with God and between brethren in the Lord is an important testimony to the truth of the Gospel. Why is this so? Do you think the world today sees this kind of unity among believers? Explain.

What are some of the obstacles keeping Christians and their churches from realizing greater unity? What should be some powerful focal points around which all believers can rally in pursuit of greater unity?  Do we see this unity among the churches of our county?  Why?

Why is it important that Christians begin working hard at the unity they have in Christ? How can we begin to do this?

What encouragement are we seeing today to indicate that greater unity can be achieved among the members of the Body of Christ?

How might you expect greater unity among the members of the Body of Christ to affect your church?   What about the churches in your community?

If unity must begin in our own congregations, what are some obstacles in your church standing in the way of greater unity? Suggest some things that you might do to begin trying to overcome those obstacles:

How do you suppose greater unity within churches and among the congregations of true Christians might impact your community? What might displays of this unity look like? If non-Christians began to see this more consistently, how would you expect that to affect their view of the church? Of the faith?

“Christianity means community through Jesus Christ and in Jesus Christ. . . . We belong to one another only through and in Jesus Christ. What does this mean? It means, first, that a Christian needs others because of Jesus Christ. It means, second, that a Christian comes to others only through Jesus Christ. It means, third, that in Jesus Christ we have been chosen from eternity,

accepted in time, and united for eternity.” 
— Dietrich Bonhoeffer, twentieth century

Conclusion

Jesus said that visible Christian unity — the evidence of the reconciling power of the Gospel — was crucial to effective witness-bearing (John 17:21). We need to work hard at this, for the sake of the Gospel, and also in order that we might realize more of the reality of the Church, the Body of Christ.

“Although Churches be distinct, and therefore may not be confounded one with another, and equal, and therefore have not Dominion one over another; yet all the Churches ought to preserve Church-Communion one with another, because they are all united unto Christ, not only as a Mystical but as a Political head, whence is derived a Communion suitable thereunto.”

— The Cambridge Platform, seventeenth century

Homework

Day 1
Read 2 Corinthians 5:16 – 21. 
What is the “ministry of reconciliation” (v. 18)?
To Whom do we need to be reconciled?  

What does that mean? 
How should we expect that to play out among people?

Day 2

Read Ephesians 4:1 – 6
Summarize the basis for Christian unity as Paul outlines it here.  

He says we need to be “working hard” (v. 3, the Greek is spoudazontes) to maintain the unity that God has provided for us. Why? 
What kinds of things threaten our unity?

Day 3

Read Psalm 133
The psalmist provides enticing pictures of what unity is like when brethren are able to achieve it. 
What happened when Aaron was first anointed as priest? (Read quickly Leviticus 8 and 9, pausing especially over Leviticus 9:22 – 24.) What does this situation suggest about what real unity is like? And when the dew of Hermon (considerable, but far to the north) appears on the dry mountains of Zion, what does that suggest about unity when we are able to achieve it?

Day 4
Read John 17:20 – 26. 
What does our unity say to the world about our God? 
What do we gain from realizing this unity ever more fully? 
What should we expect to “see”?

