THE FAITH

10 The Church
The Church, the Body of Christ, is the focal point of reconciliation, forgiveness, and unity; it is where believers most pointedly participate in the glory and mission of God. The true Church is characterized by certain distinctive marks — the ministry of the Word, the sacraments, discipline, and community — and can be a powerful force for personal and cultural transformation.

1. ASK: What is the Church? 
a. ASK: What it is not?
i. Today we see it as buildings

ii. How people attend

iii. Place for meetings

b. What are it’s primary functions?
i. Ecclesia is Greek – The Assembly

ii. We are the Church (It is living, not made of brick and mortar)

iii. We are the Bride for Christ (Eph  5:25)

iv. Define: a gathering of saints and angles in holy festival (Heb 12:22-24)

v. Worship of God 

1. ASK: Why is worship so important?

a. It is a primary means of by which we participate in God’s life
b. We worship God so we can follow Him even in this world
2. ASK: What are the four primary marks of a true church?
a. The Word – The Preaching of the Word

i. For the Lost

ii. Deepen and Strengthen the believers (Edify – build up)
b. The Sacraments

i. ASK: What is a Sacrament?

1. a formal religious ceremony conferring a specific grace on those who receive it
2. Sacerdotal – Of or relating to priesthood (responsibility to carry out)
3. Outward sign of an inward spiritual reality

ii. Lord Supper (The Eucharist) (Matt. 16:26)
1. Intimacy of worship

2. Blood and Body (Bread & Wine)

3. A communion with God (spiritual fellowship)
iii. Baptism
1. Immersion vs. Sprinkling

a. ASK: Can an infant make a profession of faith?

b. Baptism comes after a confession of repentance (Acts 2:38)

2. Requirements

a. Believer in Christ & Marked by repentance

3. ASK: Does it save you?

a. Outward expression of what has taken place on the inside

b. Wedding ring represents this
4. The Seven Sacraments - With N.T. proof-texts; only 2 were accepted by most Protestant Christians, Baptism and Eucharist’
i. Baptism (Matt. 28:19) 
ii. Holy Orders (Luke 22:19)
iii. Confirmation (Acts 8:17) 
iv. Matrimony (Matt. 19:6)
v. Eucharist (Matt. 16:26) 
vi. Extreme Unction (James 5:14) 
vii. Penance (John 20:23)
c. Discipline

i. ASK:  Do local churches need to practice discipline (accountability)? 

1. Because of the fall, we are not capable of administering discipline to ourselves

2. I do not see this practices in the church today

3. Accountability is a practice of discipline (Proverbs 27:17)

a. ASK: How?

i. With scripture (2 Tim 3:16)

ii. Confrontation (Matthew 18:15)

d. Community

i. Romans 12:5 – One body
ii. Helping those in our community in need like Acts 4 Church (Everyone in need)

iii. Bearing one another’s burdens

iv. Praying for each other

v. Koinonia - Christian fellowship or communion with God or with fellow Christians
vi. ASK: What are some ways churches do this?

e. ASK: Why are these 4 marks so important to the life of the church?
i. Without these four marks, you will find a lack of real transformation or a changing of the culture

3. What is the Church’s mission in the world? 
a. To worship God

b. To act as a missionary community

i. Evangelism

ii. Take the word to the people

iii. ASK: Whose job is this?

1. Not priests

2. Saints who are equipped (Eph 4:12)

a. We are to be witnesses

iv. Gospel should be radiating out of churches

1. ASK: Is it?  Why or Why Not?

4. So how does the church’s mission relate to her character?
a. Our creeds or beliefs should match our actions

b. In our creeds we confess our belief in one holy catholic, apostolic Church.

i. ASK: What does that mean?

ii. The church is Catholic, why?

1. Define Catholic -  A person who accepts the creeds which are received in common by all parts of the orthodox Christian church. 
2. “The Church, then, is called catholic because 

· It is spread through the whole world, from one end of the earth to the other

· It teaches fully and without any omission every doctrine which ought to be brought to men’s knowledge
· It brings into religious obedience every sort of men, rulers and ruled, learned and simple
· It brings a universal remedy and cure to every kind of sin
· It possesses within it every form of virtue that is named.”

· Cyril of Jerusalem, fourth century
3. ASK: The Church is called Apostolic because why?

a. Define Apostolic: Of, relating to, or contemporary with the 12 Apostles.
b. The teachings we adhere to are from Christ as related by the Apostles
Conclusion & Closing Quotes
The Church is the Body of Christ. As members of the Church, with Christ as Head, we are called to seek the holiness of our Lord and carry out the mission He has appointed to us.  “Stand fast, brethren, in the faith of Jesus Christ, and in His love, in His passion, and in His resurrection.  Do ye all come together in common, and individually, through grace, in one faith of God the Father, and of Jesus Christ His only-begotten Son, and “the first-born of every creature,” but of the seed of David according to the flesh, being under the guidance of the Comforter, in obedience to the bishop and the presbytery with an undivided mind, breaking one and the same bread . . . that we should live in God through Jesus Christ.”

— Ignatius, second century
“In order to gather and perfect the saints in this life until the end of the world, Christ has given the ministry, Scriptures, and ordinances of God to this universal and visible church, and by His own presence and Spirit He enables the church to function in this way according to His promise. . . . Particular churches, which are members of [the universal church], are also more or less pure, depending on how the gospel is accepted and taught, how the ordinances of God are administered, and how public worship is performed.”

— The Westminster Confession of Faith, seventeenth century

HOMEWORK
Day 1
Read Hebrews 12:18 – 28. 
In this passage, cited in chapter 10, the writer of Hebrews conflates three important images: The holy Mt. Zion of the Old

Testament, the gathering of saints in heaven before Christ, and the Kingdom of God. Each of these images suggests something to us about the Church. How do these images lead you to think about the nature of the Church, her character, and her mission?

Day 2
Read Ephesians 2:11 – 22. 
How is the Church related to Christ? To the Spirit? To the prophets (Old Testament) and apostles (New Testament)? 
How are church members to relate to one another?
Day 3

Read Acts 2:42 – 47. 
Here is the gathering of the very first Christian church. What seem to have been its main priorities?
Day 4

Read Ephesians 4:11 – 12. 
Paul describes the process by which a church achieves “building-up” (v. 12). How would you explain each of the following?

· pastors and teachers:

· equipping:

· the saints:

· work of ministry:
How (or in what form) do you find these things in your church?

Day 5

Read Ephesians 4:13 – 16. 
If vv. 11 and 12 describe the process whereby a church achieves “buildingup,” vv. 13 – 16 describe the nature of a built-up, or

healthy and growing church (note v. 13, “until”).
Day 6

What is the role of each of the following in helping a church grow in holiness?

· church members (the “saints” or “holy ones”):

· the Holy Spirit:

· the Law of God (“holy and righteous and good,” Romans 7:12):

