THE FAITH

11 Be Holy
Christians are called to be holy, as Christ is holy. This involves renewing our minds and taking up new desires and practices, according to the holy Law of God. The holiness of the Church comes to expression both individually and socially as believers grow in grace and transform the world.

1. What is holiness? Why does it matter? Why is becoming holy such a struggle?
(It is not a legalistic list of Do’s and Don’ts)
(Romans 8:29 – Conformed to the likeness of His Son.)
2. What are four keys to becoming holy? 
a. (Firsts we must be a living sacrifice Romans 12:1-2) (4 ways to do that are)
i. Repentance – Discuss with others you share a confidence – James 5:16) (Brings Accountability)
ii. Reforming our desires – Wanting the things of God, the virtues and God himself more than what our pride demands)
iii. It is one thing to confess, it is another to change those habitual ways..  HOW DO WE DO THIS?
1. Retraining ourselves to do what is right.  To look for those blind spots (Scotomas)
iv. Renewing the Mind – Beginning the think like Christ, Seeking the mind of Christ.

1. Thinking of God and others more than yourself.

v. Acts of Charity – James 1:27, 2:17 – We need to chose sides,  We need to serve the prisoners, widows, poor and the afflicted.
3. What are some differences between personal holiness and social holiness? Why is each important?
a. Social Holiness - Actions that affect the world around us
b. Personal Holiness – Actions and dealings with our own lives

c. Examples of Social Holiness
i. Ending the Slave Trade – William Wilberforce (1759-1833)

ii. Holiness is to be lived out in society

iii. William Booth – Salvation Army

1. Homeless and Prostitutes of England

2. Provide Salvation and a place to sleep and a meal to eat
4. How can we see personal and social holiness coming together?
a. Social Holiness is an expression of Personal Holiness
5. What can be the effect of a commitment to holiness on an entire society?
a. A reformed society
“And we who were filled full of war, and slaughter of one another, and every kind of evil, have from out of the whole earth each changed our weapons of war, our swords into ploughshares and our pikes into farming tools, and we farm piety, righteousness,

the love of man, faith, and hope which comes from the Father Himself through His Who was crucified.” 
— Justin Martyr, second century
For Discussion

1. How would you explain the concept of holiness to a new believer? Why does holiness matter? How does one “pursue” holiness?
2. What are some of the main obstacles to becoming holy? Can you suggest some ways of removing or overcoming these obstacles?
3. Do churches have a responsibility to establish a “holy presence” in their communities? Can you suggest some ways they might do that? Is your church making any efforts at being a holy presence in your community?
4. Besides Wilberforce and Booth, can you think of other Christians who have made an impact on society by their holy lives and work for holiness, righteousness, and justice? What can we learn from such people about holiness?
5. Psalm 1 indicates that we can grow in righteousness when we are planted by God’s living water (His Spirit, John 7:37 – 39) and meditate on His Law day and night. Lay out a plan for bringing your own life more into line with the description of the righteous person found in Psalm.
6. Think about your own life: Where is there potential for you to raise the banner of holiness? In what kinds of arenas? Before whom? What obstacles are hindering you? What might you expect to be the result if you made a firmer, more conscious commitment to pursue holiness in these arenas, and before these people?

Conclusion

The Church is called to be holy. Holy lives make for holy societies and bring much glory to God. Let us pursue holiness in the Lord, and let us take up the cause of life as we do.

“The moment we make up our minds that we are going on with this determination to exalt God over all, we step out of the world’s parade. We shall find ourselves out of adjustment to the ways of the world, and increasingly so as we make progress in the holy

way. We shall acquire a new viewpoint; a new and different psychology will be formed within us; a new power will begin to surprise us by its upsurgings and outgoings. Our break with the world will be the direct outcome of our changed relation to God.”
— A. W. Tozer, twentieth century

Homework

Day 1
Read 2 Corinthians 6:14 – 7:1
What “promises” are we to long for (vv. 16 – 18)? How do these promises relate to the pursuit of holiness? What is absolutely necessary if we are to become holy (7:1)?

Day 2
Read Romans 3:21 – 31. 

Righteousness is holiness expressed in life. Where do we get the righteousness we need in order to be acceptable to God? But

(v. 31) does this nullify the need to strive for righteousness in our daily lives? Explain.

Day 3

Read Romans 7:7 – 12. 

What is the role of the Law of God — the Ten Commandments — in helping us to become holy? How does Psalm 1 suggest the righteous person should use that Law?

Day 4

Read 1 John 1:5 – 2:6
John outlines the way of holiness.  Can we expect to attain perfect holiness in this life? What should we do when we fall short 

of that goal? How then shall we resume the pursuit of holiness?

Day 5

Read Philippians 2:12 – 13
Only God can make us holy. What has He put at work within us toward that end? What must we do, for our part?“

