THE FAITH

12 Sanctity of Life
Lesson Summary

From its inception down to this day Christianity has demonstrated a concern for the sanctity of life at all stages of development. The Bible’s high view of what it means to be a human being — Christian humanism — leads Christians to seek the nurture and protection of life by every means, no matter how great the challenge, and in spite of the voices arrayed against them.

1. What do the authors mean by “the sanctity of life”?
a. Define: sanctity of life: implied protection regarding aspects of sentient life which are said to be holy, sanctified, or otherwise of such value that they are not to be violated.
2. What seem to be the motivations of those arguing for a “pro-choice” policy today? Are any of these consistent with Biblical teaching?  ANS: It is selfishness and about what they want instead of the second commandment, love others.

3. Why are Christians committed to this?
a. Because we hear to call from God to care for the poor, weak, downtrodden, etc.

b. ANS: Because we view life as precious and a gift from God.  When we begin to degrade the very essence of life, we lose our purpose and meaning to live.  When we are uncompassionate to others, it allows depression to set in and leads in some cases to suicide
c. In 2006, suicide was the third leading cause of death for young people ages 15 to 24.  We are 43rd in the world even with our high rate.
d. This is nothing new.  Christians have been advocating for the right to life since the first century.  The Didache, a manual of Christian discipleship condemn these pagan practices 

i. There is a way to death and a way to life.  There is a great difference between them.  In accordance with the precept of the teaching, “you shall not kill,” you shall not put a child to death by abortion or kill it once it is born.  For the way of death is this:  They show no compassion for the poor, they do not suffer with the suffering, they do not acknowledge their Creator, and they kill their children and by abortion cause God’s creatures to perish.  They drive away the needy, oppress the suffering.  They are advocates of the rich and unjust judges of the poor; they are filled with every sin.  May you be ever guiltless of all these sins.

e. In the second century, our church father Arthenagoras condemned abortion in a pleas ot the Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius.  Quote:  We say that women who use drugs to bring on an abortion commit murder and will have to give an account to God for the abortion, for we regard the very fetus in the womb as a created being and therefore an object of God’s care.  And we do not expose and infant because those who expose them are chargeable with child murder.
4. What are some of the differences between Christian humanism and secular humanism?
a. The Christian View:

i. Christians believe that men and women were created intentionally and purposefully in God’s image.  God proves how dear men and women are to Him throughout the whole drama of Human history.  He acts consistently to bring the human person on whome He lavished such gifts back into relationship with Him…even sending His Son to give His life for every human being, even for those we ourselves hate, like terrorists.  God puts no one beyond His mercy

b. The Secular View

i. They believe it excludes the idea of an inherent purpose (No Purpose).  They emphasize the continuity of the evolutionary process, seeing humanity as just another example of evolution’s chance handiwork, no different in kid than lice and lungfish.  Since the universe came about for unknown reasons and life evolved by chance, humanity must invent its wn reason for being and the ethics buy which we will govern ourselves.  That means whose lives we value becomes a matter of choice.

c. Modern Science Challenges the Secular View

i. Mitochondrial DNA proves that our entire species came from one woman.  It can also show through the genetics approximately where we migrated from.  Guess where?

ii. Scripture confirms design (Psalm 19:1) and  our DNA makeup is further prove we could not have evolved because we are too complex of a machine.  Renowned BioChemeist Michael Behe coined the term “Iredducable Complexity” –

1. Define - defines an irreducibly complex system as one "composed of several well-matched, interacting parts that contribute to the basic function, wherein the removal of any one of the parts causes the system to effectively cease functioning".[4] These examples are said to demonstrate that modern biological forms could not have evolved naturally.
5. What lessons can contemporary Christians learn from the Church’s mixed involvement with the issue of slavery?
ANS: No one can impose his right in a free society, however you can as Abraham Lincoln did with slavery, educate and persuade others to see his point of view.  If this is the case, why can’t we?  What are ways we can persuade society about choosing life?
6. What are some of the problems opposing the cause of the sanctity of life? 
a. Problems: 

i. Unwanted Children being born in Impoverished countries

ii. Genetic defects can be detected and counsel given to abort

iii. Rape victums – Should they be forced to care for a baby

b. Why may we not embrace a “lesser of two evils” mentality? In other words would it not be better to abort die to real issues like rape?

i. God created in each of us the desire to care for others who are less fortunate.  By aborting these babies, we are offered less opportunities to serve God and thus are becoming more de-sensitized to the poor, weak, etc.  We are catering to the needs of the majority.  Did God cater to the needs of the majority when he sent his Son to die for you?  He was thinking of you and you alone.
7. In what ways has modern technological advance compounded the difficulty of this issue?
a. Discovery of the Crime Gene – Single out those capable of Crime.  It is setting us up to be singled out based on our makeup which may or may not be true.

b. Example: Movie with Keanu Reeves; Minority Report, Will we be punished because we have a Christian gene because they will have foreknowledge in the womb of how we will be.  Will society control who is allowed to be born based on DNA makeup?  

c. Could we control genes and make a class of slaves based on Gene makeup?  Will we place ourselves in the role of designer (God)?  This will be our undoing and destruction.  The Body of Humans will become unbalanced and become a slave to technology.

8. Can you be a Christian and believe Abortion is OK?
“What more? A noble thing is philanthropy, and the support of the poor, and the assistance of human weakness. . . . Basil’s care was for the sick, and the relief of their wounds, and the imitation of Christ, by cleansing leprosy, not by a word, but in deed.”

— Gregory on Basil, fourth century
1. Realistically, what can one Christian do in his or her church or community to encourage a more consistent and active sanctity of life policy? 
2. What opportunities exist in your community for Christians to reach out to “the least of these” and show the love of Christ to their fellow image-bearers? 
3. At some point, “life issues” must be brought into the political arena. Suggest some ways Christians can do this together:
· What local pro-life agencies are in your community? Rescue mission? Children’s services? Unwed mothers’ services? Ministry to the disabled? Try to discover as many as you can in your own area. Choose one or two, and call to find out what their most urgent needs are. Make them a subject of prayer, and see what you can do to enlist your church in helping to meet these needs. 
· How many different ways can you think of to begin praying about pro-life issues? For whom should you be praying? With what in mind? In what kinds of settings? 

Conclusion

Christians, because of their high view of people as made in the image of God, have always been involved in “life” issues in one way or another. Until the Lord returns the Church will need to be actively involved in defending the dignity of human beings against those who have another agenda.
“Our age is suffering because of the rift between the spiritual and the temporal. It is suffering not only because of the despiritualization of the world, but also because of the disincarnation of the church. The church, it seems to me, has separated itself from real life and thus simply abandoned the world to its practical difficulties and taken refuge in an ivory tower. And for this it bears heavy responsibility for our present crisis. True, it still goes on preaching, but far from the public place where the practical life of men is lived.”

— Paul Tournier, twentieth century

Homework
Day 1 

Read Genesis 1:26 – 31. What does it mean that men and women were made in the image and likeness of God? 
What are some ways we see this “image of God” in people?
Day 2

Read Matthew 25:31 – 46. 
What would be some examples today of “the least of these”? 
How should churches try to care for them?
Day 3

Read Exodus 21:12 – 14; Jeremiah 1:4, 5; Psalm 139:13 – 16; and Luke 1:39 – 45. 
What do we learn from these verses about God’s view of life in the womb? 
What is its source? Nature? Potential? Value?
Day 4
Read Psalm 8. 
What is the role of human beings in the divine purpose and plan?
Day 5

Read Genesis 9:5 – 7. 
When we discount, disparage, or demean human beings, Whom ultimately are we offending? Why? In the light of the passages we’ve looked at here, what do you think should be some of the “planks” of a Christian platform on behalf of the sanctity of life?
Practical Exercise

· Go to the Internet to discover as many Christian agencies as you can that are working in pro-life issues. Find out various ways that you might become involved, and pray about how God might be leading you.
· Contact PFM or go to the Prison Fellowship website, and click on the information about Angel Tree Ministry. Here is an opportunity for you and your church to enrich the life of the children of inmates.  Find a project with Angel Tree and encourage your church to become involved.
· What local pro-life agencies are in your community? Rescue mission? Children’s services? Unwed mothers’ services? Ministry to the disabled? Try to discover as many as you can in your own area. Choose one or two, and call to find out what their most urgent needs are. Make them a subject of prayer, and see what you can do to enlist your church in helping to meet these needs.

