THE FAITH

13 Last Things
Lesson Summary

There is an end to history. Jesus is coming again! Until then, Christians are called to lead their lives with a view to their final outworking in glory. Our lives until Christ returns should reflect to our neighbors the world that is coming, and the way things ultimately will be.
Christians believe that Christ will come back.  But this time He will return in glory and power, to judge the living and the dead and to make all things new.  The Kingdom of God that we know now in Christ and Hs Church will then be finally established.
1. In what way is the life of the Church a “sign” of things to come?
2. 3 Signs in today’s society that point to His return

a. Justice

i. CS Lewis – The Humanitarian Theory of Punishment

ii. What does the law say in the early books of the Bible

1. Lex talionis – “an eye for an eye”

2. Lev: 24:20

iii. ASK: If someone stole your car, how do you feel about the person they just caught?

iv. Explain the scales of justice

1. Important when a crime is committed and the scale leans that justice be used to balance it.

v. Greek society was asked in the early church what was the most important question

1. What is justice? Justice is giving each person his or her due

vi. Most of our justice system is laid out by the Bible

vii. ASK: Why would the Bible place such an emphasis on judgement if He was not returning?

viii. Biblical view of Justice: help the poor, punishment for the unjust, and shalom

1. Define Shalom: Peach

b. Love

i. How does the Christian’s commitment to loving relationships speak to our neighbors about eternity?

ii. How were we taught to love?  Because Christ first died for us.  

1. His resurrection proved that he conquered death and showed that there would be a return

2. 1 Cor 15:55

iii. ASK: Is thie love still present today in society?

1. Yes

2. Why is it still present:

a. Christ taught us to love others

c. Death

i. Hebrews 9:27. Man is appointed to die once then the judgment.

ii. Ask: Would a loving God send someone to hell? 2 Peter 3:9

1. He doesn’t want anyone to persish but all to come to repentance

iii. Ask: God would not allow people to goto Hell that have never heard?

1. No one is ignorant (Romans 1:20)

2. Romans 1:8

3. Look around and for years – people know there is some creator

3. Why is it important to remember that Jesus will one day judge all people?

“A bad death never follows a good life: for there is nothing that maketh death bad but that estate which followeth death. Therefore

let not their care that needs must die be employed upon the manner of their death, but upon the estate that they are eternally to inherit after death . . . what power hath the horror of death to affright their souls that have led a virtuous life?”

— Augustine, fifth century
“But we must be ignorant of the secret events of things, as touching the time to come; for there is nothing which may make us more slack in doing our duties, than too careful inquisition therein, for we will always take counsel according to the future event

of things; but the Lord, by hiding the same from us, doth prescribe what we ought to do. . . . Christ forbiddeth us to apply those things unto ourselves, which God doth challenge as proper to himself alone. Of this sort is the foreknowledge of those things which God hath taken to himself to govern and direct, according to his own pleasure, far contrary to our opinion, and otherwise than we could invent.” 
— John Calvin, sixteenth century
For Discussion

4. Christians often seem to divide over “last things” matters. Since it is “not for you to know” very much about such things, is it a good idea for us to let such discussions divide the members of the Body of Christ? Why not? What should we be thinking and talking about instead?
5. One of the “last things” that everyone will have to deal with is the judgment of Christ. But we don’t talk much about this in our churches, or among our friends. Why not? Is judgment part of the Good News of Jesus? In what way? How should we include the idea of judgment in sharing the Gospel?
6. Talk about the idea that the way Christians live now is supposed to be a “sign” of where things are headed ultimately. What do you understand things will be like in the new heaven and new earth? Should we spend more time thinking and talking about this? Would this be likely to affect the way we live now if we did? In what ways?
7. What are the different aspects of justice? How can Christians work together to achieve more justice in our society, more of the shalom of God?
8. If we really believe that life in the new heavens and new earth is going to be gloriously happy, and that failing the judgment of Christ will mean eternal misery, what does love demand of us toward our neighbors? How can we begin to take a more consistently loving approach to “signing” the way to heaven for our neighbors?  
9. EXERCISE: For a week, read your local paper carefully, looking for examples of injustice — lack of shalom — in your community. Note them in the space that follows. Could local churches do anything about any of these? What? How might more direct and consistent Christian involvement in some of these areas help to bring the justice and love of Christ to light in your community?

Conclusion

We are called to be living witnesses to the eternal reality of the glory of God. In these last days, as we await the return of the Lord, we could do no better than learn to rejoice in the orthodox faith of Christ, and to live it more fully, day by day.  “Who can satisfy God in the last times, when the noble rules of truth have been changed, save for those who scorn this present world?”

— Columba, sixth century

Homework

There is much more to say about “last things” than we can address in this lesson. The following passages are representative of how believers should think about last things, and how they should occupy themselves in this life:
Day 1

Read Matthew 28:18 – 20. 
What does it mean to “make disciples” “as you are going”? Jesus promises to be with us in this effort. What difference should

that make in the way we relate to the people around us each day?
Day 2
Read 2 Peter 3:10 – 14. 
Where is history headed? How should we be living in the light of this?
Day 3

Read 1 John 3:1 – 3.
What is the final estate of those who believe in Jesus? Knowing this, how should we be striving to live now?
Day 4 

Read Acts 1:7 – 8:
What is “not for you to know”? What does Jesus want us to know, and do, while we can? What does that involve?
Day 5
Read 2 Timothy 3:1 – 12. 
What can we expect from the world around us in these last days? How should we be striving to live?
